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indexed. Not illustrated. 1917 Excerpt: .contains 5,000 to 10,000 different twists, viz., as many different cohesions,
and how should the manager, or the reeler, know how all these have succeeded? A decisive influence is also
exercised by the water used in the reeling, which, however, does not remain the same throughout the year, but
is altered in its composition by dry periods on the one hand, and heavy rains on the other, and accordingly
dissolves the sericin more or less. (Chemical corrections have proved useless till now, according to my
experience.) Of course, it would be the best thing to employ distilled water, if it were not too expensive in Italy,
which has no cheap coal; the cost would amount to one lire per kilo--about nine cents per pound, and Italian
reelers do not gain enough to be able to support this difference, as we shall see in the Fourteenth and Fifteenth
chapters. Finally also, the nature of the sericin itself is of great influence, and this varies according to the race,
and to the region where the latter is reared. Though very little is known in this regard, it might be said in
general that hill countries of about 300 to 400 meters above the level of the sea yield the best cocoons in Italy;
that the race called Gialli puri is the best, and next to it in downward gradation: Incroci Chinesi, Bigialli, Incroci
Giapponesi. Though generally recognized as the best race, the rearing of Gialli puri is diminishing...
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