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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Fish Bulletin, Vol. 2: The Scientific Investigation of
Marine Fisheries, as Related to the Work of the Fish and Game Commission in Southern California In June, 1917,
the California Fish and Game Commission inaugurated scientific investigations of commercially important
fishes of southern California. The writer, who is at present in charge of the investigations, has been asked many
questions regarding the purpose of the work, and he has come to realize the necessity of an outline to which
the various lines of research may be referred and thus understood. However, it is difficult to tell into what fields
the pursuit of truth will lead in the case of each investigation, and it will be found that in this paper resort has
been had to the statement of aims in terms which are perhaps applicable to fisheries research in general,
rather than to that of the albacore in particular, the fish now being studied. The formulation is frankly
tentative, due to the chaotic state of the branch of fisheries research concerned, and it is hoped that further
experience will correct errors and enable clearer conceptions to arise. There is a fundamental need for the
knowledge we are seeking, information regarding the life histories of, and the fisheries for, certain species. The
comparatively recent and enormous development of our fisheries, the prospect of a far more extensive
utilization of their products, and the perfection of the machinery of exploitation, has brought sharply to focus
the question of the capacity of the species of fish to withstand the strain. Instances of overfishing are already
well known, both on our own coast and in the Atlantic, and the stability...
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