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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1922 Excerpt: .phrase lights up his theme from an unexpected angle. This little group of
collected essays and addresses is a mine of clear, stimulating thought on things architectural, the art of living,
housing problems, the arts and hand;crafts and other pertinent matters. There is an astonishing array of
workable ideas which in action would contribute much to definite form in living. As if to emphasize the
importance of arrangement and order in our lives, and the fundamental relation of all art to living, Professor
Lethaby puts first the essay entitled Architecture as Form Form in Civilization, by V. R. Lethaby. Oxford
University Press, London, 1922. in Civilization --striking the keynote of those that follow: Towns and Civilization,
he says, are two words for nearly one thing: the City is the manifestation of the spirit of its population and the
larger body it builds for its soul. Our cities and our buildings are mirrors which reflect our conscious ideas of
beauty and of art. Since architecture may be called the totality of all the arts, it most truthfully reflects. It
therefore is not merely a visible accumulation of structural ideas, a matter of appearances, but a matter of
metaphysics. Professor Lethaby is entirely right in dwelling so persistently on the thought that art, and more
specifically the art of architecture, is one of the most sustaining aspects of human existence. The right kind of
architecture in a community--buildings which are suited to their function in the community--are an...
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